
 

 

 
 

Holiday Greetings to You! 
 

Aloha Friends, 

I want to extend my warmest holiday greetings to you and your friends and Families. 2020 

has undoubtedly been a tough and unprecedented year for all of us, one full of challenges, 

the need to learn new things, and maybe even the experience of personal loss.   

I have thought often about my Nisei parents and Issei grandparents during this time -- how 

they struggled and sacrificed so that the world would come to see Japanese Americans 

through a different lens and future generations would have the opportunities that were so 

wrongfully denied them.   

I wish you a meaningful and healthy holiday season. And I hope that perhaps you, like me, 

will be inspired by the stories of the Nisei Soldiers and Veterans, to persevere and continue 

to do the work that is still to be done.  Ganbari! 

Lynn Heirakuji 

NVL President 
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Positioning NVL in a New Way! 
 

NVL recently completed a communications plan designed to breathe new life into our 

organization and inspire the next generation to perpetuate the legacy of the Nisei Soldiers 

and Veterans. 

The communications plan, developed by Strategic Communication Solutions, was based on 

input from more than 50 individuals in the community. The plan was presented to the NVL 

Board of Directors and the NVL Advisors, who fully endorsed the direction of the plan. 

One of the key recommendations was to pivot NVL from being an organization focused on 

historic preservation to one committed to legacy perpetuation. This will involve 

highlighting the stories of the Nisei Soldiers in a new way, still showcasing their loyalty, 

honor, and patriotism while interpreting how these values can be applied today to inspire 

current and future generations to continue fighting for racial and social equality and 

to create a more equitable society where there is justice for all. 

The communications plan also recommends highlighting the cultural values of the Hawaii 

Nikkei and the role of the Nisei Veterans in healing the wounds of war between the U.S. 

and Japan and rebuilding and solidifying the cultural and economic relationship between 

Hawaii and Japan. 

As we begin to implement our communications plan, watch for updates in Ganbari and our 

NVL newsletters. 

  



 

 

 

 

Nisei Soldiers Prominently Recognized at the National 

Museum of the U.S. Army 
 

The Nisei Soldiers of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 

and Military Intelligence Service are now featured in exhibits at the National Museum of 

the U.S. Army (NMUSA) in the Washington, D.C. area, thanks to the efforts of the National 

Veterans Network (NVN) located in California. The NMUSA officially opened on Veterans Day, 

Nov. 11, 2020 after its original grand opening was postponed because of COVID-19. The NVN 

coordinated with many regional contacts to ensure that both Hawaii and the mainland Nisei 

Soldier stories were represented.  

 

To see a 45-minute special screening of the virtual preview of the Nisei Soldier exhibits 

in the NMUSA click the link below. David Ono, ABC7 News Anchor, emceed the screening 

which includes remarks from General Eric K. Shinseki. 

 

NMUSA Preview 
 

  

https://youtu.be/d9Hu0bBDTPA


 

 

 

Fond Memories of Nisei Veteran Susumu Nakagawa 

The life and contributions of Susumu “Sus” Nakagawa, a Nisei Veteran who valiantly served 
in the 100th Infantry Battalion in World War II were recognized in a Hawaii News Now 
segment that aired on Veterans Day, Nov. 11. 

Nakagawa died Sept. 22, one day after celebrating his 98th birthday. He was one of the 

residents at the Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home in Hilo who died during a COVID-19 

outbreak. 

Reporter Jim Mendoza captured the contributions of this humble Soldier, who was 

determined to make a difference when he returned to Hawaii after the war. He earned a 

degree in entomology from the University of Hawaii and specialized in the study of fruit flies 

for the U.S. Department of Agriculture for more than 30 years.  He was the owner of the 

iconic Seaside Restaurant and Aqua Farm in Hilo, now run by his son, Colin.  He always 

credited his 442nd Regimental Combat Team buddies with helping him build the restaurant.  

View the news story, featuring interviews with his sons, Kris and Colin Nakagawa, and NVL 

President Lynn Heirakuji by clicking on the image above. 

 

 
More News! 

For more information on NVL news, click  here  to read the September 2020 issue of the  

NVL Newsletter and watch for a new edition in February 2021. 
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