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War II as a Nisei soldier, I said, “This is actually a 
full circle generational moment for me.” I closed 
by saying that because of his service, “working for 
the Army is personal for me … and a high honor 
and privilege.”  

I consider supporting the Nisei Veterans 
Legacy a continuing honor and privilege. It is my 
personal way of honoring the actions my father 
and thousands of other Nisei soldiers, both men 
and women, took to step into that larger narrative. 
It is also a privilege and responsibility to have a 
genuine platform for keeping history alive and 
relevant so that future generations can carry on 
the move toward liberty and justice for everyone.

It’s never too late and it’s never enough. Never 
too late to honor those who came before us, and 
never enough to humbly thank them for their 
service.  

Lynn Heirakuji is president of the Nisei Veterans 
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legacy of all the Nisei soldiers of World War II through 
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D.C. for 30 years and served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Personnel Oversight, Manpower & 
Reserve Affairs, for the U.S. Army Secretariat. Prior 
to joining the Army team, Lynn was a member of 
the Senior Executive Service serving as the Deputy 
Director of the Office of Human Capital Management 
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. She also 
served in senior staff and leadership positions at the 
U.S. Departments of Homeland Security, Housing 
and Urban Development, and Commerce. Lynn holds 
a doctorate degree from Howard University, a master’s 
degree from the University of Denver, and a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of Hawai‘i.

change Hawai‘i into a more democratic and 
equitable society. A few did it in prominent ways, 
others through simply living honorable lives. 
They returned home with a fire in their soul, ready 
to create a better life. They had lost friends in the 
war, they had seen the horror and sufferings of 
battle, and they were determined to make sure 
their efforts were not in vain. 

I was working in Washington D.C. when the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, happened 
and I remember that day like it was yesterday. 
Experiencing that traumatizing event is probably 
the closest many of us will ever come to 
understanding how those who experienced the 
Dec. 7, 1941, Japanese attack on our homeland 
must have felt. I went on to become part of 
the effort to start up the newly created U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security during a time 
of great national turmoil and resolve, and later 
was offered an appointment to serve with the U.S. 
Army.

My parents would visit Washington, D.C. 
during my time there and on one of their last 
trips wanted to come to the Pentagon to see 
where I worked. Unbeknownst to me, my staff 
had arranged for a U.S. flag to be flown over the 
Pentagon specifically for my father. They placed 
the flag in a wood-framed case and presented it to 
him during an informal ceremony, all without my 
direction. My staff treated my father, their fellow 
soldier, with great honor and respect. 

I know that my father was deeply touched 
by the gesture, as was I. And I suspect that he 
might have been thinking how incredulous it 
was for him to be standing in the Pentagon, the 
seat of this country’s formidable military power, 
being honored for the service he had youthfully 
rendered generations ago.  

While I don’t know for sure if this is what 
he was thinking at that moment, I knew with 
unshakeable certainty what was running through 
my mind. That it was only because of what he 
and thousands of other Nisei soldiers had done 
to step forward and bravely serve this country 
both on and off the battlefield that I, myself, was 
standing there beside him. That it was through 
their collective and relentless efforts to prove their 
loyalty and to continue to strive for liberty and 
justice on home turf that the doors of opportunity 
had been pried open for me.  

I kept a copy of my remarks from that day that 
the Assistant Secretary of the Army swore me in 
as a Deputy Assistant Secretary. After describing 
to the audience my father’s service during World 

When Walter and Sally Heirakuji visited their daughter Lynn, Walter was presented a flag in an informal 
ceremony. Lynn knew nothing of the ceremony her staff had planned and treated her father, their fellow 
soldier, with great honor and respect.
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