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A Hawaii Community Correc-
tional Center escapee awaiting 
trial on first-degree attempted 
murder and other charges in con-
nection with an armed robbery 

and shooting 
in Kailua-Kona 
was captured 
Saturday during 
a multi agency 
manhunt, the 
state Depart-
ment of Public 
Safety reported.

Dyllan Paulo-
Leslie, 27, es-

caped from inmate housing around 
7:15 p.m. Friday by scaling razor 
wire fencing at the Hilo jail and 
jumping from the roof. State sher-
iffs and Hawaii Police Department 
officers located him on the 

riverbed of the Wailuku River in 
the area behind Hilo High School, 
not too far from HCCC, and cap-
tured him around 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday.

Other agencies involved in the 
search included the Hawaii Fire 
Department, the Department of 
Land and Natural Resources’ Divi-
sion of Conservation and Re-
sources Enforcement, the FBI and 
the U.S. Marshals Service.

Residential video surveillance 
shows Paulo-Leslie allegedly try-
ing to steal two vehicles in the 
Reed’s Island area of Kaiulani 
Street, officials said. He was taken 
to the Hilo Medical Center for 
treatment of injuries sustained 
during his escape. He will be pro-
cessed for first-degree escape and 
attempted vehicle theft charges 
and will be returned to DPS cus-
tody, according to a news release.

“I would like to personally thank 
Hawaii County Police Chief Benja-
min Moszkowicz, his officers, and 
our State Sheriffs for their excel-
lent work in locating and arresting 
Paulo-Leslie. I also want to thank 
the surrounding community for 
providing important tips that con-
tributed towards this capture,” 
said DPS Director Tommy Johnson 
in a statement.

Paulo-Leslie is being held with-
out bail on charges of attempted 
murder, robbery, terroristic threat-
ening and multiple gun, traffic and 
drug offenses stemming from a 
Nov. 10 incident. Police said Paulo-
Leslie is a suspect in an armed rob-
bery in the Kaloko Light Industrial 
Park who allegedly hit another ve-
hicle while trying to flee the area 
and shot at a police officer who 
was walking toward the vehicles 
to check on the occupants.

When Sage Tottori volun-
teered as a Boy Scout at Sep-
tember’s Nisei Veterans 
Memorial Service at the Na-
tional Memorial Cemetery of 
the Pacific, he noticed many 
families struggling to find 
their loved one’s gravesite 
— even when given a plot 
number.

A senior at Island Pacific 
Academy in his final year of 
scouting, Tottori was on the 
hunt for a project to earn 
Eagle Scout status and was 
inspired to help those fami-
lies he’d seen wandering 
through the rows of the 
Punchbowl cemetery. While 
some tried using Ancestry.
com’s Find a Grave smart-
phone app, the nisei grave 
locations hadn’t yet been 
geotagged into the app. So 
he came up with the idea to 
geotag each nisei veteran 
gravesite and “get a direct 
route to that grave,” he said.

Geotagging involves at-
taching geographic coordi-
nates to websites, photos, 
text messages, QR codes 
and other media based on 
the location of a mobile 
device.

After committing to the 
project, Tottori reached out 
via email to Lynn Hirakuji, 
then-president of Nisei 
Veterans Legacy, and she 
quickly agreed to help him. 
According to its website, the 
Honolulu nonprofit works 
“to preserve, perpetuate 
and share the legacy of 
Americans of Japanese An-
cestry who served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces in World 
War II.”

“As soon as I saw that I 

said, ‘Absolutely,’” Hirakuji 
said. “It will certainly help 
any member of the public, 
not just a descendant who is 
trying to locate a gravesite.”

Hirakuji, who continues 
to serve as a board mem-
ber of Nisei Veterans Leg-
acy, began contacting 
various nisei veterans 
groups in the state and 
compiled a list of names of 

those buried at Punchbowl.
Using the list, Sage and 

his mother, Kimberly Tot-
tori, started visiting Punch-
bowl every Sunday to 
pinpoint gravesites. He said 
they spent about eight 
hours each Sunday search-
ing the cemetery in sec-
tions, walking row by row, 
looking for nisei grave 
markers identifying their 

service in the 100th Infan-
try Battalion, 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team, 
1399th Engineer Construc-
tion Battalion or Military 
Intelligence Service.

Each time they came 
upon a nisei gravesite, they 
matched the name on the 
grave to those on their list 
and attached the location of 
the site to the deceased’s 

name on the Find a Grave 
app.

After a while, the two Tot-
toris were joined in the effort 
by friends and family, greatly 
speeding up the process. Af-
ter about two months, they 
had finished searching the 
entire cemetery, having 
found and marked almost 
1,800 graves, Tottori said.

Shaking the hands of 

some of the surviving nisei 
at last year’s memorial serv-
ice cemented his commit-
ment to the project, he 
said. Another motivation 
was the fact that his great-
grandfather, Bishop Mitsu-
myo Tottori, was one of the 
only Buddhist priests who 
was not sent to an intern-
ment camp during World 
War II for being Japanese 
American.

“He felt because his chil-
dren were born in Hawaii he 
owed his loyalty to the 
United States and the U.S. 
government and that his 
children should continue 
that loyalty,” Tottori said in 
a written statement. “This 
Eagle project helps connect 
me spiritually to my great-
grandpa’s wishes.”

For Hirakuji, the most ex-
citing thing about the proj-
ect was that it was carried 
out by Tottori and other 
community youths.

“It’s the youth who will 
perpetuate the legacy of the 
nisei soldiers — local youth 
who are finding the nisei sol-
dier story so interesting that 
they want to do something 
like this,” she said.

Tottori said he plans to at-
tend college on the mainland 
after graduation, but when 
he does return home on 
school breaks, he wants to 
continue working with Nisei 
Veterans Legacy to geotag 
new nisei veteran gravesites.
———
Linsey Dower covers ethnic 
and cultural affairs and is a 
corps member of Report for 
America, a national service 
organization that places jour-
nalists in local newsrooms 
to report on undercovered 
issues and communities.

Student helps nisei veterans’ families by geotagging graves

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser strives to 
make its news report fair and accurate. 
If you have a question or comment about 
news coverage, call Marsha McFadden, 
managing editor/news, at 808-529-4759 
or email city editors at cityeditors@
staradvertiser.com.

CORRECTIONS

 Vote by 6 p.m. today on our website at staradvertiser.com. Results will run in tomorrow’s 
edition and online. This is not a scientific poll; results reflect the opinions of only those voting.

85%
A. Yes, 

absolutely

How concerned 
are you about 
gun violence 
in Hawaii?

A. Very; it seems 
to happen 
more often

B. Somewhat; 
we’re still 
pretty safe 
here

C. Not really 
concerned

SATURDAY’S BIG Q:
Do you support the U.S. Supreme Court allowing full 
access to the abortion pill mifepristone, at least for now?

13%
B. Not at all

2%
C. Not sure; want to hear further arguments

Total votes as of 6 p.m. Saturday: 746
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Mother monk seal Kaiwi 
and her pup took to the 
ocean Saturday for the third 
day since the pup’s birth 
April 14, spending an hour 
and 40 minutes in the water 
off Kaimana Beach in 
Waikiki, the state Depart-
ment of Land and Natural 
Resources reported.

Dozens of spectators 
watched as the pair frol-
icked for a bit but mostly 
stayed in a secluded area 
off the popular beach. “I’m 
amazed they spent so much 
time in the ocean, and you 
could tell once they hauled 
back up to the beach they 
were pretty exhausted,” said 
Emily Greene of Hawai‘i Ma-
rine Animal Response in a 
news release.

Officers from DLNR’s Divi-
sion of Conservation and Re-
sources Enforcement were 
on land and in the water on 
personal watercraft to pro-
vide the first day of 24-hour 
watch over the seals and 
any humans who get too 
close to the endangered ani-
mals. The agency said any-
one who ignores their 
directions could be cited 
or arrested.

“All the paddlers and 
swimmers officers encoun-
tered today paid attention 
and traveled well away from 
the seals,” DLNR said in the 
news release. “As Kaiwi 

takes her pup on wider ex-
cursions and explorations, 
DOCARE officers, along with 
City and County lifeguards, 
and staff and volunteers 
from HMAR will continue 
educating beachgoers about 
safe wildlife viewing proto-
cols and safety zones in the 
ocean and on land.”

People are being “strongly 
encouraged” by DLNR to go 
to other nearby beaches for 
ocean recreation, and on-
lookers are being instructed 
to maintain a 150-foot dis-
tance from the monk seals 
both on land and in the 
water.

The cordon at Kaimana 
Beach covers the entire 
beach except for an ocean 
entrance next to the Natato-
rium, where a DOCARE offi-
cer was directing people to 
safe access to the water, 
while other officers made 
sure those in the ocean 
knew where the seals were 
and where to safely exit the 
water, the release said.

Another officer and Greene 
stood on the seawall next to 
the Outrigger Canoe Club, 
“where dozens of people 
had a good view of Kaiwi 
and her pup, without im-
pacting their movements or 
behaviors,” the release said.

The monk seal pair are 
expected to be at Kaimana 
Beach for five to seven 
weeks as they bond and 
nurse.

Monk seal pair 
enjoy ocean frolic

Escaped Big Island inmate 
captured near Hilo High School

By Linsey Dower
ldower@staradvertiser.com
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SHIP AHOY!

Today’s ship arrivals and departures:

HONOLULU HARBOR

AGENT VESSEL ETA ETD BERTH

TNC  Majestic Princess  5 a.m.  –  sea to 2B
TNC  Noordam  5:30 a.m.  –  sea to 10
MNC  Mahimahi  –  6:30 a.m.  52 to sea
WNLI  Zhi Xian Zhi Xing  7 a.m.  –  sea to Anchorage D
MNC  Manukai  2 p.m.  –  sea to 52
PHT  Horizon Spirit  10 p.m.  –  sea to 51A
TNC  Majestic Princess  –  11 p.m.  2B to sea

COURTESY SAGE TOTTORI

Sage Tottori’s brother, Taj, helped him with his Eagle Scout project to geotag the locations of nisei veteran 
gravesites at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacifi c at Punchbowl.

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

State Division of Conservation and Resources En-
forcement offi cers are on 24-hour watch at Kaimana 
Beach to protect monk seal Kaiwi and her pup from 
human disturbance on land and in the water. 


